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[Australian history] is like a giant experiment in ecological crisis 
and management, sometimes a horrifying concentration of 
environmental damage and cultural loss; sometimes a heartening 




Journal of Adult Learning in	late	September	2009.	We	sought	
to	emphasize	and	broaden	our	interest	and	concern	about	our	
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Site visits and interviews
The	main	purpose	of	the	first,	reconnaissance	visit	to	each	site,	was	
that	the	two-person	teams	should	come	away	having	made	contact	
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Water, weeds and autumn leaves: 
Learning to be drier in the Alpine region
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Our paper explores how and what adults living and working in 
the Alpine region of Victoria understand and are learning about 
the changes to water availability, in a time when the response to 
water availability is subject to extensive debate and policy attention. 
Interviews for this study were conducted in the towns of Bright and 
Mount Beauty, with participants drawn from across the Alpine 
region. The interviews focused on what local stakeholders from the 
Alpine region understood about water availability in the region 
and how and what they had learned about living and working with 
climatic changes in their local area. 
The findings of our study see that there was evidence of a strong 
understanding of the direct and indirect impact of climate change on 
participants’ local community area. The study also sees evidence of 
learning through a community ‘frames of reference’ as outlined by 
Berkhout, Hertin and Dann et al.
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